DOCUMENT RESUAE — 
t 4 A . 


ED 127 UD 016 248 


AUTHOR Scott, Patricia. Bell 
TITLE A Critical Overview of Sex Roles Research on Black 
' Pamilies.. Pat 
PUB DATE . Mar 76 
NOTE 20p.; Paper presented at the National Ccnference on 
. the Black Pamily in Americas Black Youth (Louisville, 
Kentucky, March 1976) 


EDRS ERICE MF-$0.83 HC-$?.67 Plus Postagé. , 
DESCRIFTORS Black Community; Child Development; *Family 
: Characteristics; Family Role; Family Structure; Negro 
Attitudes; *Negtoes; Negro Youth; Racial Differences; 
Research Needs; Research Froblems; *Research Reviews 
(Publications); *Sex Role; Social Differences; 
*Socialization 


‘ 


ABSTRACT ? ; 

; ’ This article provides ‘an overview of the research in 
the area of black’ family studies which directly relates to sex role 
development. Weaknesses in the early black sex roles research are 
outlined, and insights from recent studies are cited. Several 
spatements are made about sex role development in black families,‘ as 
this has been des¢ribed'in‘ the contemporary literature: (1) the 
(attitudes of blacks toward the roles of husband, father, wife, and 
mother are unclear; however, the role of parent is a significant 
indicator of one's adulthood, masculinity, aad femininity; (2) the 
concept ef power and those indicators of this concept are defined 
differently in the black community; the variables used in white 
society cannot be used to measure power in black fawilies; (3) there 
are available black male role models in the community; many of these 
‘men are integtal, supportive members of families, yet not visible- 
members of households, and, (4) socialization of black children into . 
sexual and sex role behavior begins at an early age. There js some 
evidence which supports the notion that theré is less differential 
treatment of male ahd female children amofg blacks. A list of. 
‘research priorities is provided. (Author/JM) , 
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>. InteOduction’ . - ; 
hes Most research on Black families done prior to 1965, which has related 7 
in sonamanner to tne question of sex role devel opmehi has been focused . \ 
primarily upon che existence of amatriarchal faniily structure. Much_of 
* A 
_tne empnasis by early scholars ‘of the Black family upon the concept of 


tne female-neaded, father aosent family system has been as a result of 
s the popularity of a "social il fl approach to the investigation of 


’ 


tre Black experience in America “Billingsley, 1970; Ryan, 1971; Staples, 


© 


1976). ,In an attempt to explain’ the inequities of the ireerteni social fo 


stem, many social scientists have attributed many of the problems ‘confronting 
eau 


} | 
‘i 


ae 


UDOle 


show that matriarchai, family systems among Blacks were emerging as a 


resuj t of adverse social,, economic, and political ‘conditions. Both of 
¢ \ e ‘ 


which would diSappear as Blacks moved into ‘the "mainstream - at trieptican us . 
‘society? Thus, the underlying assymptions, of these early Bhuiies were 
that’ intact patriarchal family forms were inherently better and’ proper, 

ae that the ‘siehlane confronting Blacks would disappear as Black fami lies 


- approxiiiated the idealized’ norm of the unite middle class family. - ma 
‘ with race ‘relations sal the Biack family Was not often: studied ‘as an 


ie Somiat psycholog 


2a r 2 
; ~ ae : : ; sagt : : : Pa = 
Blacks: to the fenale-heauec nouseioid. Though the majority of Black ~ is : 
families are intact (Having both parents present), it is commonly yet as ™ on 
erroneously assutied that most Biack families are without the presence : . ’ os 
of adult Black ails and fathers. =, | _ 


The. notion of the Black matriarchy has been one of ihe most per- ° 
vasive themes in Black Family research, beginning with ‘the publication 
of, the sociological Studies of DuBois (1909) and Rraziér (1939). With boc oer 


the aid of census data, personal diaries,’ njscelTaneous historical docu- 


ments, and personal interviews, bth DuBois and Frazier attempted to , 
. tes ’ e my ca 


t 


inese scholars viewed female headed households as a erence! adaptation, ‘a Mai 


. . ” 


Y 


bekshie many Sociologists in the 1930's were concerned primarily 


entity in and of itself. Me was not until some, later sociologists and 
A begun to study the Black family that some. consideration , 
was atven to the ‘question of sex role development. “hecording to one social : 


~ 


psychologist (Pettigrew, 1964) who Acceprady tis matriarchy thesis, the . 


reat hal a development | s the Black chile (particulary the Black male), Bane | 


eS ae 3 el 
Was vai ieved to. ORs sparred 7 the alegec "uniiatural superion patton’ of 


> 


the Stack woman... Bot Penei igfew 3904) and} Moynihan Qi se at tributes ‘the. 


occurrence OF ‘aumerous social ane psychotogical disorders baa ‘as juvenile 
r ad ee 


delinquency, crimes aginge persons; schizophrenia, “low intel} igerce. quotients 


«cet 
cul tunel cepaj vation, aad se; fehatred to Female-headed households, ; 


’ 


q * -Botn D'Ancrade (1962) and Lott and Love (1983) in studies. of. Black youth 


contenced that cnilaren: reared ih fem ide ee father sent households on 
es developed inappropriace ‘sex bi e ction wales Were “Tabelec as; ‘being ’ 
more’ effeminate tran Knite m nid res an. Black. females Were ‘Vabeled as being. : 
wore masculine than Waite fenaies, In general tie picture of sex role develops 
went in Black” families as paintea oy social psycholdgists, andrsciologists 
prion to. 196 has been she of frustration and confusion, ’ 
Criticisins of Earix” Sex Rove Research by Contemporazy BTack “Family Scholars 


{ 


“Several coftenporary scholars have raised a series Of serious ques tions 


about fre, reliad} ity ‘and varidity of eariier stucies on, the ‘r matriarch and its 


at be impact on sex role development. * such ciestons ‘have been related to 
rae ‘ a | 
"the following issues: t 1 Who ‘1 
* bis ‘ . on o*® 
a Aa obvious White midd? Sroiae in tne focus and theoretical framework 


’. eam Ve 


jh most studies Qn. Black nat es ‘There 


class, ‘patrtarchal family for (ating) re 1970; Herzog," 1970: 
Seagtes, 1971). Black families have site ally been labeled as deviant * 


whet the white middie’ class fami iy is. tala a norm. ‘Recent scholars 


have agus % question. whether the Whi te sl ideal ius is taught 


invfamily life “textbooks is a Auerican faniily ame 
<< . ; ie ae < aes: e Zt 4 
: 2. An overemphas is. ‘of the: imp impact of family ‘ structures on sex role Es 
" ee etd development , and an underen nphasis upon the retationshig of inters 


Pa personal dynantcs'a sex. rol e_development, ‘In other words , scholars 
os nave been overly Concerned with “the impact of a fenalé-headed ‘ . 4 
/ household, and not congented. enough with ‘the impact of interper-. eee Bork 
sonal relations (both witnin and, outs ide of the family setting) sg: vid pi 


a eee . ; 
; Pret ie 2 SABO sex role defini fons: Coritenporary scholars have begun to i 


a org dl! hk question how the quality and/or quantity of adult ‘ale models: a 
oe ee ie ee 

in a fainily setting influence or relate to “sex role developnent. #8 
Bag Lceeiety ran ‘No longer qsit assumed that any father is better than no. “father. 


ae tendency among scholars to confuse the terms household and family. . ye 


: eee see sad There tsa distinct difference between’ a household and a family. 


“Tike tern hous old is defined as dice cooperative group which *:../ 47 


” pants saintains and participates ina given residential structure, even 

| “ “though the contribution of any one ‘individual may be “only part, tai 
* “time; whereas, the ‘eglont of fahily is | more appropriately defined. 

vin terns’ of kagiship networks (Gorzalez, ‘1970, p. 232), ime ae ie 


loose use-of. the term household to mean family confuses. the Fact: is ie : 


“that an individual may. be: ‘absent ie ‘the household; but not necessarily 


‘the family. Thug, the "household which is ‘headed PY. a female my, not.” 


a 
. 


be devoi of adult male models. 


“je © a ; f a ee | 
4 


tbe, An overemphasis among scholars upon_s aver as a sit nificant facto r oy a ry, 


ins sex rote develo} ment in 1 conten rar, elias fanity life, bs ' aT : on Pg tet 


= emphasis stands in contradiction. to the basic principles of 


humane social ‘development. Black children have always Tearned 


sex. roles rather than iniferited wien from. the So-called "scar ae 
of slavery." 


* “4 Y : ¢ = ‘ 
6. the use at culturally biased self-report instruments to_obtain 


indicators of sex role attitudes and. definitions from Black , 


" subjects.” For example, many sociologists and psychologists PT see 


have used: fhe, 1Q scores of Black children from fenale-headed 


households ds "evidence that this type of family structure ins. ih nly 


hibits: imental development (Sciara and Jantz, 1974), Several. 


researchers. have used measures of ‘nascubtnity-fentatnity developed. 


“on, White middle class subjects to investigate. sex role attitudes my . i 


ee Black: Fai lies. Such measures: generally indicate ‘that Black 


ad ae “4 


males and: Fomialee. are deviant in the area of, Sex rales when com- 


~ ‘pared to- Whites. “Pettigrew, (1964) administered the Minnesota 


" Mul tiphasic Inventory (HPI) to Black males, and he found ‘that 


© they Pesponded affirmatively: to statenents ‘such. as "I would Vike tegen ® Sat a 


» to bea singer" and "I think that I feel more intensely than most : . es, 3A 


“people do." Fron these statements, “Pettigrew concluded that. oF Goes 


~ Black males were more feminine. than Whitermates. Hare (1971) jand. 


“Vontress (1971) bave rejected this interpretation, contending that 5 ae; 


me instruments ‘of this- nature dré cul ture-bound and. statements ‘such 


war “I would like to be a singer" ‘may have a ai frerent meaning in 


bed : ‘ ee 
the Blac community. Ba ge kas. i. a won = od 


. The use ss the teri ma tiriarchy to describe what appears to be a 
fenale- neaded mausehete has Creaind ua array of :probieris for the schotar 
interested in’ BEX, role. cevelopnent anon Black$. In the technical sense 
the term j iaertarety of matriarcnal refers to" a form of. family Srpnizetaon 
in‘which the notnen 4 AS the fornia} head and dominant power in. the family 
* (Theodorson and thectoreoh. 1969, p.. 149)." ‘The Jacek of natriarchy 

, pertains to power, descent, and iseibnnee Genel the female. Tine of ° 
| a social ater Laas scholars argued that a matriarchy has never existed 


oes ae dasiedee Black women do o¢cupy a position in Black fant iVes and . 


than Black men in an economic, social or political sense, Data on median > 
¢ 


annual Income by. race: -and Sex indjcate that Black women are at the bottom 

of, the economic ladder .(U. s. Bureau :of. the Census ,/1973) A cursory. éxami- 
nation of the ‘Veadership positions with the Black community as’ well as 
' those leadership pos tions held by Blacks in predominantly White institutions : 
does not support the concept of the Black matriarchy.. For more discussion - 


1 a 
of the Inappticabitity ‘of this term see Staples, (1970) and Mack (1974). 


New Perspectives, on Sex Role Development in Black Families 
_ As a result of the: issues and problems in Black famjly ‘studies pre-” 


“Se 


viously outlined, a new perspective in Black family research emerged in, 


the late 1960's. This perspective has. been lead by a vanguard of young, . 
Black’ anchologists ani psychologtsts who. have id to accomp1 ish: at 


‘Teast three goals, aed goals being: tg fen 8 


; ‘the elimination of White middie class horms from research, _ 


: 2, , the. incorporation of the concept OF Black cutie jn studies 
of the famidy and the community 5” and . 
3. - the, exploration of unThvestigated areas, of: the Black family 
- experience;e. g. sexual ityrradolescerce. ms & 
“Several areas that pertain to sex role development among Blacks 
' have been explored by contemporary scholars. These areas ‘include: , 
“a x the attitudes of. Blacks; toward the roles: of husband, teehee, 
anther and wife, 
the process, of decisiod-naking sid the concept of ‘power in 
“Black dyadic il. ais 
3. the role of the adult. male ‘who ais not present in the household, 
—oyeta part of family relationsnfps, and 
4, the Socialization. of Black children nt sex ies and: sexual 


° ‘ 


. behavior. 
Some of: the most sianeethis data on attitudes of Blacks toward the 
roles of husband, father,’ wife, and eather have been collected-by parti- . 


cipant observers and ethnographers;e.g. Ladner (1971); Schulz (1969) and 


-Haczond (1969), These studies seen ai indicate that, the roles of tather 


thar are cextrenely important” i icators of how the individual and: 


Ke ‘colaantey perceive one's ‘masculinity or femininity. According to 
; tadner (1971) and Sciulz (1989), the assumptiio ok the | role of parent 
is signi ficantly related _to the definition off one's manhood or womanhood-= - 
“gne’ is nota “real “ mart or woman until a child has been sired: Oe 

8 _ Several r researchers have investigated attitudes toward sex roles 
. — Black women via sel fereport' instruments. (Gimp , 1975; Turner and Turner, , 
i - . 4 


(1973). ‘Black wonen er nen as more itera tebe than other groups when ; 


a 


‘when responding to questions ‘such as "itgst men are Tike..." on a semantic | eS 
differential scalew The reponse of White’ wouwen to questions such as ‘most 
a men are Vike..." was more positive and idealized than tive peaoonsds of ' : 
| BF ack women, Turner, and.J Jurner (1973) ‘concluded that these findings reflect 
4“ tne fact that Black worien are socialized differently, from White, women.’ ie ; 
Gust. (1975) ina comparative study, of Blace. and White womne's sex Se, 
attitudes found that Black women seatied' to be more home-centered and sub- te 
missive than White, women who expressed more ‘interest in. their own personal | 
development. These findings are contradictory to the popular image of = = * 
’ + strong, dominating Black women. Because the subjects in “Gump! s study . 
|. were selected from a college student ‘population of Blacks, and- nites, . 
: the generalizability of the results, ii ght be Vimited, , GF bad * 
The ‘popular ty of the matriarchy tnesis has resulted vin the siateck. | “. 
| of Me concept of power in Black marital relationships by family scholars. mar 
= Since. it has been assunec-that. ‘Black women hold the reigns of power, 
‘6 . vittle research on the process of decision-making in the martial rela- " i , 
- cee as “it relates to sex vole definitions has been done.” One of one “3 , 
most ‘enlightening investigations of power in Black gnc white families has | 
a am been: done by Mack (1924); who used both self-report ‘and a bargaining task 
_- to measure power Mack found the variable of class” to be more important aay 
_ in determining the relationshi ps among sig ae and race in mara 
- dyads. . oa . Fe 


. The studies done. by vacke (1978), Schuld  tiseo): and galas (1975) support 


the: ration that the: indicators of ania ‘and’ power’ in the Black comunity 


a ey: “ 4 GY : ae ue : a . Vas » <. 
ae is ns J ‘ - ; . ¥ 9 
ie a : : . PY 7 ff : 
. “ < Ft . ’ ¢ « .« A 
and in Black families are not synonyious with the concepts or meaning OF 4 4 . 

. . : Ske “ ; = F : 
status or power. aS “they are Gerined in wider Society. Education, occupation, eee 
Income and sex are indicaturs of: “statis ‘and power among Whites, whereas these” 

(— 
Bi factors do nat neseesers y Guarantee one eens or power among Blacks (Heiss, ‘ 


1975). Mack (1974) has contended that sex is a havering factor in Black aaa 


4s 
4 


dyadic relationships. According to Schulz (1969) and Ladner (1971) the. eae 
of parent ‘ar rore one a degree of status in the Black communi gy. In. fact,. 
the status “of er (that is motherhood a fatherhood) is generally regarded . 


. 


ie as an obvious: indicator of one's eS or " femininity.. va 


Uy 


Scott (1976) in an examination of consensus in financial priorities 
anons, Black and Mahe college student couples found a sex role dias in the . . age 
_ delegation of certain tasks. Black: couples reported in ater percentages 
; ‘than hinites, that: Black males made post -of the décistons, wrate most’ of the: 


checks and paid most of ‘the bills, for the family unit This “stugy jin. addi-. ° 


, :* tion to the work ‘done by Heiss’ (3975) ‘provided data which are contradictory 
: 5 : 


. ’ ~ > 


to the. stereotype of ha powerful matriarch. 
Several researchers: have described the. role of males who. are nok part’ ae “i , 

at the household, yet fenbers of. the family (Liebow, 1966; Moore, 1969; vi 
"Schulz, 1969). The existice of available male nodes in the community 
ae brings into, the question the doccatied effects of the fonale-headed — ae 
Bi J household. ‘Both Schulz (1969) and Moore (3969). have developed typologies “eS : x 
which ‘are aoe in explicating the rofes of adult, “ack pen, wiho 7 me ‘not | 


be visible menbers of a household. 


- Sex role. dethadktons are léarned very wee in one' 8 life experiences. -_ ie 
Thus, in ono one to understapd a particular adult sex role: thusdand, oo . om 
Toe gee ‘10. a hi nc Ms 
a ees mS mn . ky ss, ig “4 ig , i tse 


‘wife, mother. fatiier) , pat is important ‘that some. consideration ue sstven 
*"to" its development over the ‘lifespan. In recent years ‘more ‘attention has. ‘Been C ” 
directed to sex role socialization in children. Again, the ethnographic ‘ 


“ar participant observation studies done by Sits (1969); Ladner (1971); and, 


Hammond and Ladner (1969), have yielded ‘some interesting data related to | 


sexual socialization aaong Black children, ae 
pt For some ttre; saxologists and other students of -human behavior ine 
/ terested in sex lade child as an asexual ae ah hecording to this: a i 
_ framework the individual s Piercduorred to and participation in, sexual “= 
behavior would be ef rather abrupt. and disjointed process. However, thé works 
of Ladner « ag, Schulz (1969), and apebadl and ‘Ladier (1969) have indtcabed, 
“that Black children play at sex and adult roles. In fact, these researchers 
have cited that precocity is encouraged, particularly among Black mate 
“ght leven. Several sociolinquists pave cited “the importance, of verbal skills . 
or “playing the dozens" in the socialization process. -dHanner2y: 1970; Kochman, © 
. 1970, and Valentine, 1970). “The aquisition of verbal. skiTs in. "playing the . 
dozens" is fart of a nale virility: cult-ra pjocess througt which males learn 
8 assert their masculinity and adul thosd,: ‘ a ea 
“Though there has been a great deat of interest by psychologists in the Fs 
relationship ‘of di fferential ‘or preferential treatment of White mate and 
female, jnfants to the ‘evel opinent of adult sex: rolag (Nacéoby, 1914); little i 
data of this nature has beer colletted on plack infants. Young (1970) i 
a Study of Black*parental behavior ‘and. ehfiq rearing practices, found highly , 
_ndiviattzed hehaviors ae mothers and other adults’ 4n-the family, She 
: “observed a great deal ‘of “physical contact between parent and ena children 


. r¢ 4 
* ‘ os V4 
Bee ' t 2 
é 


a8 ars Za : ’ lat: eo 
. 1+" were also encouraged Lo be assertive, initiating and defiant within bounds. ¥ 


y ; c % 


: - “Young. also contended ‘that Black fantiies handled sex roie training and rélated © 
‘wt Rearree e ‘in ways which are one sible with fhe overall cultural handling ee 
of polarigies. Sex differer neces do exist but are treated more as contrasts 

uaa than as matuay ly exclusive siatee, She concluded that sex role behaviors 


“have sot ‘been Aida! defined in Black conmini ties. « woe 


a 


: i sunmary , ‘there are, several. Statewens tHat can be made about Sex role 
‘developrient in Black families, as this process has been described in the con= 
® a . 


temporary Titerature: : , Rel oh / . toe 


eats v. The attitudes. ‘of Blacks, toward’ the roles oF husband, father, wife, 
. Fi %. _ 
and mother are unclear; however, the role of parent isa significant i 


indicator of- one's adulthood , ‘masculinity, and Fentninity. ' 


r) 


ies “The concept oF power and those indicators of this concept are 
Kn ' defined cifferantly in the’ slack sibiaiil Si The variables used 
in Waite society can not be used to measure power in Black. families. 


ry 


- 3, There are avai lable Black maie role models in the cohmunity. Many 


« 


as of these meh are integral, suppartive: members of families, yet . fat 


cv . not visible menibers: of househalds. : 


o ar) ay 


4. Socialization of Black children into senual and sex role behavior 


‘i ¢ 
~ 
i 


here is some dcidance which supports ° 


begins at an early ‘age. ; 


6! 


a the nation that there is tess differential, treatment of male and °- 


” F tes ' ; 


female children aiiong Blacks. | 
‘Research Priori bias for congersorary Scholars of. Black Famt ly Life and 


- » . 


ae ae Sex ote Development nn b. 34 : 


. Ad 


.- * “ss 


Ge. <a As a result of the. eriticisns raised by recent scholars ‘concerning 


Black fanily research prior tO 1965, ia the urgent sneed for. more ee me 
. » j ¥ f: 
; ies oy | 


; peraaietig to sex role dayeiopmen among. Blacks a series of research priority: 


areas nave beer dever sped.” | Tnese priowities inctude-a need for: * 

“he ‘Kore exploration-t# the dynamics of, Black cul ture.and its relation- | 
ship to nd influence upon the process of nn developer. : 
plorations ‘of this nature would’ resuit in the denystification of 

2 * the sidealizec,’ White micdle class norm. “One scholar has’ begun to 
explore the ‘relationsh+p between Black culture and personal ity 
(Staples, 1976). ; 

- 2s ’ : More iis’ ay of sex role definitions outs ide of the Anite: 
setting, " Sex rove bias apd conflicts pervade: an Aneri carl in- 
stitutions. oe is nae that schoties beau serious inquiry of 
the sexisni whitch inti suences roles that: “women and men play in, 

é institutions other than, the famii iyie. 9: sae ERIE states government. 


7 


; More ex ation of the aan of dower anong Black gyads. an 


_ Through studies of those indicators of. power and status in the 
a | i F 
Black comunity our undghstanding of "the process , through whiéh ' he ae a 
: nabs ‘are « e splat aed tato Tdadersiip pos itions, da i ‘ ee oe. 


- 


enhanced, re ae a ae by 
4 ae 4e More exploration of sexuality and adod escence amang> Blacks, Given : 4.8 
. that fact that a. significant portion ‘oF the Black popytation could. - 
be, Jabeled | ‘as adolescent,: more knowledge of his sexual: experfénces 
of the young ‘adult would, be helpful to family practice anette, 
' 5.3 ‘More: “inquiry of the. father-daughter ‘relationship among cae For. 
_ over fifty’ years, family. studies scholars: have had shave I age obsessive 


interest in the mothér-son relationship. Perhaps. this interest 


wea? at ‘ a 
ee . 
a, a . P = a ‘ 
‘ * 2 . 
~ si 4 cour 
% ee ‘ ’ eS , . 13 
13 "ss : ae ee 
ae .' ‘has been reflective o; the concern (and sexist preferente) of 


a nd, : § s .o = % se P; : 
; researchers . in tae personality Gave SRRTE of males = It is cere 


& 3 ; c “tainiy time that equal attention ‘be devoted to the. father-daugiter : ™ 
a, a “rahatjonsnig among “Blacks. “ = ate a ene . 
: i 6. “tore investigation of the influence of diverse roles ‘or models mie : 
” . "that adult males and inssda have upon ‘the process of sex role aid’ 4 “ah ‘ 
. * velopment. It would be helpful to obtain some ktowiedge Of how 1: ee | : 
’. : ‘ ” the roles of boyfriend, Supportive companion, or quasi- ~father a oy \ 


B 


as adtepibed by Shut 1969) influence or relate to communicative- i 


aa pa seetns ” power al liances, and sex, role cefinititns in ithe faliity ” > 
i). % system. iy a a we: : oes oe amaeae’ 
. ¥¢ - . é ¥. * + 


7. More examination “of the reiationships among, ordinal position, sex 


’ role akcitudes, and paracae ey deve loprint anon Blacksy" though, 


ordinal ity in hse atacte lass: ‘Families, there ANB ‘beeii few o a 


: 3 _ aaNet in this area. concerning’ ‘Black. fami ljes.)-Gne scholar ne iy 43 


i are (Hin, 1971) has already cited the role thaf older ss Firsi-born's 


wo 


4 i 
children play in ‘tf rearing. oF young siblings. hetlabeled this “ 


° “ * 


_ phenomenon of role-sharing as a strength af, Black “family life. 


ae Thougn numerous ethnographers ‘and participant Observers nave ct 


aM At * alluded to: the relationship of ordinal postion tp power, sex Yole 


a a ’ 


to be learned. Tes te ae . \o ‘ty vod 


4 
* 48. More study of. the relationsiips ‘among clothing patterns, senuatity, 


a and sex role detiittion: o% er numerous, scholars and persons: in the 
at Bb - “ . , 2 


5 
; 7 : Se aoe ‘ 
. ‘ ; ee 0G 14 te gg SKE 
* 6 ’ : we € 
me ‘ ¥; 


there isa weatth of vitefature pertaining to the concépt, of” <7 ae alee 


definitions} and personal ity development among Blacks ? thuich L faye ag 


é 


. fashion industry nave cited that many. of the garients, worn by. 
‘Black men wouté ve considered to be’ feminine by Wiite men, tio 
"one has given: serjoiis attention tobphendzeon Perhaps this 
comune pattern reflects the factBl ack and White men view 
and choose to project thei r maleness or masculinity in different 
ways. The relationship betiveen clothing ‘patterns and the 2 concepts H eA 
of. nasculinity and fenininity must be explored. , 
More investigation of the father-headed or female-absent household, 
On réading the | Viterature one could easily conclude that father- 
, hwasee, households are nonexistent. There is a definite need for 
vdve- knowledge of the dynamics of .this family, form. One might » ; 
wonder what impact the rdtner-headed’ household has upon sex-role 
development of Black children. . 


10. More observational studies of Black families where race, Sex 


‘and class are s least > ie biasing variables. The pro-= 
t 


“liferation and use of Sel fre jor instriments have added little ' 
to our’ understanding of human social behavior ‘in geneval. ; 
. In conclusion, 1 must be noted hfat the. ten aforenentioned research 
priorities represent only a few of the more. ‘obvious ‘unanswered questions 
in the area of sex role development among Blacks. Given the extent to 
“which ‘thisvarea has been neglected, a vast fertile field awaits any interested | 
segplar who dares: to ‘broach the subj yes : 
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